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	Ideas
	· Limited focus on topic and purpose

· No controlling idea

· Ideas repetitious, unclear, or irrelevant

· Little or only partial development

· Sense of completeness


	· Generally focused on topic and purpose

· Sufficient controlling idea

· Most ideas clear and relevant

· Some parts well-developed; some may be weak

· Ideas developed with examples, evidence
	· Consistently focused on topic and purpose

· Fully developed controlling idea

· Details are fully supported and elaborated

· Contains abundant information
	

	Organization
	· Little or no sense of organization, planning

· Lacks introduction and/or conclusion

· Unrelated ideas

· Lacks sequence

· No or inappropriate transitions
	· Clear organization, evidence of planning

· Appropriate introduction and conclusion

· Related ideas grouped together in paragraphs

· Introduction and conclusion appropriate

· Transitions “link” paragraphs
	· Organizational plan enhances purpose

· Logical, appropriate sequencing throughout

· Transitioning goes beyond usual

· Links all elements of the paper effectively

· Introduction and conclusion are engaging, not repetitious
	

	Style
	· Poor word choice

· Little or no sentence variety

· Little or no understanding of topic
	· Generally appropriate, interesting word choice

· Some variety in sentence structure

· Understanding of topic, purpose
	· Varied, precise, engaging language

· Outstanding variety of sentence structure

· Excellent understanding of topic purpose
	

	Conventions
	· Frequent fragments, runs, and unclear sentences

· Frequent, severe usage and mechanics

· Errors which may interfere with meanings
	· Majority of correct sentences

· May be some fragments, run-ons

· Few errors interfere with meaning
	· Full command of grammar

· All elements of usage consistently correct

· Infrequent, if any errors
	

	Total Score
	


Writing Across the Curriculum


The weighting of domains for the Georgia Writing Assessment are:  Ideas is weighted 40% while the other three domains of Organization, Style and Conventions are weighted 20% each.





 Does Not Meet the Standard (1/2) - - - - - - - - Meets the Standard (3/4) - - - - - - -- - Exceeds the Standard (5)








